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Release of Greenhouse Tomato-
PINK GOURMET 
The Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station announces the re-
lease of a new hybrid tomato-Pink Gourmet-for home gardening and 
local sale. The hybrid was developed to combine the desirable charac-
teristics in a pink "beef steak" type tomato-early maturity, productive-
ness, and excellent slicing quality. 
The following description, pedigree, and performance record. is 
published in accordance with existing seed policies. Seed of the parent 
varieties is available to hybrid seed producers. The pedigree is open; 
however, it is requested that the identity of the hybrid be maintained 
and the name honored by all producers and sellers of the hybrid seed. 
Description 
Pink Gourmet is a very large, purplish-pink fruited tomato. Like 
other "beefsteak" varieties, it may be rather rough and uneven early in 
the season but it improves in these characteristics as higher temperatures 
prevail later in the season. The fruit is very solid and meaty, with 
numerous small locules and few seeds. This variety has shown the 
following fruit quality attributes (mean valves): Brix 5.93 percent, pH 
4.45; and titratable acidity 0.404 percent citric acid equivalent. 
Plants of Pink Gourmet have an indeterminate growth habit which, 
when untrained, results in a vigorous, rangy vine. Because of this charac-
teristic and the susceptibility of the fruit to soil rot, the plants should 
be trained to a trellis or stake with a minimum of pruning. 
Plants of the hybrid are field-immune to Fusarium oxysporium 
f. Lycopersici (Sacc.) Snyder and Hansen. The plants also show toler-
ance to early blight (Alternaria solani) which frequently causes de-
foliation of Tomboy, one of the parents of the hybrid combination. 
Pedigree 
Pink Gourmet is a first generation hybrid combination (F 1 hybrid) 
of Tomboy and Ozark Wonder. 
Tomboy Earliana x USDA A-2116 (Mo. Acc. 160) x Break-0-
Day x Bison x Break-0-Day, open-pollinated x Early 
Stone x Early Stone, open-pollinated 3 generations x 
Winsall, open-pollinated x Winsall, selected 8 gener-
x ations. 
Ozark Wonder Selection of unknown origin obtained from Mr. Roy 
Six of Walnut Grove, Mo. 
In producing the hybrid seed, it is recommended that Tomboy be 
the seed parent. 
Performance and Evaluation 
Maturity: The maturity of Pink Gourmet is slightly later than that of 
Tomboy but two weeks earlier than the maturity of most "beefsteak" 
varieties. It averages about 70 to 75 days from transplanting to first 
harvest. 
Yields and fruit size: In comparative yield trials the productivity of 
Pink Gourmet has been superior to Tomboy most years (Table 1). The 
yield advantage of the hybrid may be striking during wet seasons when 
Tomboy defoliates badly from early blight. Because of its earlier 
maturity and superior fruit setting ability, seasonal yields of Pink 
Gourmet are usually much higher than those of other "beef steak" 
varieties. The fruit size of Pink Gourmet is approximately the same as 
for Tomboy. 
Availability of Seed 
Limited commercial seed supplies of the parental varieties and of 
the hybrid combination will be available in 1968. 
TABLE I. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE OF PINK 
GOURMET AND TOMBOY, 1963-67 
Horticultural Research Farm, Franklin, Mo. 
Yield of Marketable Fruit Mean Fruit Size 
(Lbs. per Plant) (oz./ fruit) 
Test Pink Pink 
Year Training Gourmet Tomboy Gourmet Tomboy 
1967 Staked 6.6 6.5 10.4 11.6 
1966 Staked 10.7 8.6 14.4 13.2 
1966 Unstaked 11. 7 7.0 9.9 10.7 
1965 Unstaked 7.8 9.8 9.1 9.3 
1963 Unstaked 9.2 7.1 9.6 9.1 
